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IN THE CLAIM S. 

Cancel without prejudice Claims 16, Hand is. 

1-8. (Cancelled) 



9. (Currently Amended) An agglutination immunoassay method of quantifying a 
2 predetermined antigen in a sample of whole blood, comprising the steps of: 
providing a sample of the whole blood; 

adding a hemolysis reagent and a latex reagent comprising nf .w.ku ^ 
c arriers onto which ^ tibndir, T eHfirnlly tPt.^mafc.flu, predetermine 

6 o f Whole blood hay e been immobile directly to the sample of the whole blood without any 

7 pre-treatmentofthe whole blood; 



8 



hemolysins the whole blood sarnie with the hemolysis reagent to hemolyse the 
9 blood corpuscles; 



10 



~«*mg- t h 0 h o molys o d .U o l e^eed^Ma J^ng ^^^^ 

> 1 ***** a reaction mi*** product wherein a predetermined antigen in the hemolysed who,e 

12 blood sample specifically reacts with a^^bady the_a lU i M es immobilized onto « the 

13 insoluble earner latex carrier^ ; 

14 irradiating the action products in the sample with radiation which teeted* 

15 indudc, 3 waveiength within range of 700 nm to 1000 nm which is substantially free from 

16 absorption by both hemoglobin and the hemolysis reagent; and 

17 measuring, only in a fte wavelength range which is substantially free from 

18 absorption by both hemoglobin and the hemolysis reagent, absorbance of the incident 

19 radiation through the reaction mixture to determine the quantity of antigens in the sample. 
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1 10. (Cancelled) 

1 II . (Currently Amended) The immunoassay method of Claim 44 9, wherein the step 

2 of honoring is pei f orm ed with a sap0 nin aqueous solution M^noMMmm^. 

1 12. (Cancelled) 



1 13. (Currently Amended) An agglutination immunoassay method of quantifying a 

2 predetermined antigen in a sample of whole blood, comprising the steps of: 

3 providing a sample of the whole blood; 

adding a hemolysis reagent and a latex reagent. Including in.nh.Ki. ^ 

5 ° nt ° WhjCh ^^'V with the nr H . t ermined anW.n fa 

whole blood havn hern imm ohili^d directly to the sample of the whole blood without any pre- 
7 treatment of the whole blood; 



4 



6 



8 



hemolysins the whole blood sample with the hemolysis reagent to bemolyse the 

9 blood corpuscles; 

10 reacting the hemolysed whole blood sample in an agglutination reaction to form 

1 1 an agglutination reaction product wherein a predetermined antigen in the hemolysed whole blood 

12 sample specifically reacts with a^tibedy ^c^ibodjes immobilized onto a* the insoluble 

13 agmar latex carriers; 

14 irradiating the agglutination reaction product in the hemolysed whole blood 

15 sample with radiation which includes a wavelength within ran e e ^OMjm^lQQOj^ which 

16 is substantially free from absorption by both hemoglobin and the hemolysis reagent; and 
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■ne^mftody^MMnthew^^,.,.. ,„ f|||| „ |n| 

■9 Wden, with the r^ion product t0 ^ ^ „ ^ ^ 

20 the sample. 



M. (Cunsntly Ame,«W> Th e ^.M., tamnmo™^ rceihod of CIajm 13 

2 further tew*,, tte ^ of dBarmi „ ing t ^C imaixms ^ s ^ compment p]Mma 

3 in the hemolysed whole blood sample. 

15. (Currently Amended) The agglutination immunoassay method of Claim 13 
wherein the wavelength faage is approximately 800 nrn for measuring. 

16-18. (Cancelled) 



1 

2 

1 
1 



3 
4 
5 



19. (Currently Amended) A particle agglutination immunoassay method of 
2 quantifying a predetermined antigen in a sample of whole blood, comprising the steps of: 
providing a sample of the whole blood; 
adding a hemolysis reagent to the sample of whole blood; 

hemolysins blood corpuscles in the sample of whole blood to enable a subsequent 

6 immunoreaction; 

7 add, '" e 9 ,8te * TGasent * including fr™ 1 ""- -TtTfr rs onto whi.h ^ n^u. 

8 gEg ^^ £g ^~ j ^ Sg ^ ag ~^^~^ £ - ^ edeterminB ri »mt»pm in fhr .nmnle of wl^ H ~ 

9 immobilized, to the hemolysed whole blood; 

10 providing an agglutination reaction with the hemoly^d whole blood sample to 

11 form an agglutination reaction product of particles wherein a predetermined antigen in the 
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12 hemolysed whole blood samp)e TWM ^ _ ^ ^ ^ 

13 particle to provide the agglutination reaction product; 

M bating the agglutination reaction produc( jn ^ ^ ^ 

15 *>m pl e with ,^a«„„ wnic „ (ncludes , wavelmgth of 8ppmxiinate]y 800 m whkh . 

1 6 substantially ** fee from absorption by both hemoglobin and the hemolysis reagent; and 

" measuring, only with the wavelength of approximately 800 nm. a change in 

U absence of the incident radiation by to ^ reactjon prote „ ^ 
1 9 quantity of antigens in the sample. 

1 20. (Previously Presented) The particle agglutination immunoassay method of Claim 

2 1 9 wherein the hemolysins reagent is saponin. 



21. (Currently Amended) The particle agglutination immunoassay method of Claim 
1 9 WhCrein ^ " M * S *^^ P rede te m,n.H ^ - r 

the C-reactiv. p rotc fn (CRP) comp ost in pl^nrn in the hemolysed whole blood sample. 

1 22. (Cancelled) 

1 23. (Currently Amended) The immunoassay method of Claim 9 wherein the 

2 wavelength rango is ot approximately 800 nm. 

1 24. (New) The agglutination immunoassay method of Claim 13 wherein the 

2 hemolysing reagent is saponin. 
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